
 

 

 

 

July 2019 

 

ALL Parent/Carers 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

 

I can’t quite believe how fast the academic year goes by and as we near the end of this one I thought it might 

be a good time to write to you to let you know some of the exciting things that we are hoping to achieve next 

year.  

 

I am sure that many of you will be aware that throughout the year we have updated the school’s Vision, Mission 

and Values.  We want to encourage all students to be the very best version of themselves.  I believe that with 

continual effort students are capable of achieving great things and of course our core purpose as a school is to 

ensure that students acquire the knowledge they need to make them successful in whatever they choose to do.  

I want all of our students to respect each other and take a pride in themselves.  It is also vital that they take 

responsibility for their own learning and future and be resilient when life might present challenges.  We are 

further developing our reward system to include a stitch on ‘stripe’ which will recognise and celebrate any 

student who excels in one of the school’s core values.  We want students to aim to collect all five!  The Student 

Council have spent some time this year creating a new tag line for the school to replace the old one of ‘Respect, 

Commit, Achieve’.  I am now pleased to tell you that underneath the school logo we proudly declare that 

‘Knowledge Is Strength’.  

 

It’s been a great year for all our Houses which culminated in a Sports Day full of good will and team spirit.  

Trent won the cup for the first year and I would like to congratulate Mr Plant, Mrs Brayshaw and all of Trent 

House on this great win.  There will be many more competitions next year to enable our students to earn even 

more points for their House and further develop the spirit of healthy competition.  We are also changing the 

way we collect money for charity next year.  Rather than four separate charities we will be raising money 

throughout the year for one charity.  I have asked the students to select the charity they most want to see 

benefitting.  Each House will be asked to think of ways to raise money to contribute to the overall total.  

 

We are always aiming to achieve the best possible standards of behaviour across the school and you have 

already received information about our new behaviour system which we have called ‘Prepared for Success’.  It is 

my aim that no student should ‘steal’ the learning of another student.  Our new system is designed to ensure 

students understand how to make the right choices and are aware that actions have consequences.  Put simply 

we want to teach them the difference between right and wrong and learn how to change their behaviour if 

necessary.  Further details of ‘Prepared for Success’ can be found in our Behaviour Policy on the school website.  

 

The safeguarding of your child is always at the top of our agenda and throughout next year, as always, we will 

be ensuring that our students understand how to keep themselves safe.  To further safeguard our children we 

have been advised that the school should only have one point of access.  To comply with this safeguarding 

requirement all students will be expected to use the front entrance of the school from Tuesday 3 September 

2019 when arriving to and leaving from school.  The rear entrance will be closed and the gates will be 

automated for staff parking only.  I would like to thank you in advance for your co-operation in this matter.  

 

Early in September we will be asking for contact information so that we can provide you with access to 

‘Go4Schools’. This system will allow you to access your child’s behaviour record and also their school academic 

and attendance data. It will replace the paper reports we currently send out and therefore it is important you 

log in regularly to ensure your child is trying hard and making progress. This is a big change for the school, and 



Mr Grundy is currently working hard to ensure the system is created to effectively meet our requirements.  

Some of the system may not be entirely ready to use in September but we will keep you updated about how to 

access the information you need.  Once you are logged in to Go4Schools you will also have access to all your 

child’s homework.  You will see the exact task set by the teacher along with any attachments that might be 

needed and a due date.  We hope this helps you in supporting their learning.  

 

Your child will be given a black folder in September that is to be kept alongside their planner.  This is for our 

new ‘Knowledge Organisers’.  At the start of each topic every department will provide students with one page 

of helpful notes, key words, terminology and facts that will be useful for revision.  We hope that this aids in 

both homework and revision before assessments and examinations and helps you to support your child further.  

I would like to take this opportunity to thank our fantastic Parents’ Committee for all their help in developing 

the Knowledge Organisers.  

 

We are also altering the way we group our students to ensure that all students receive the best possible 

‘teaching and learning diet’.  The full curriculum offer for every year is posted on our website but we will be 

creating X and Y populations to replace V and W.  Some students will move to a different grouping but this is to 

ensure that no students learning is ‘capped’.  Every student will be taught to a level suitable for their ability 

whether that be in a ‘set’ or a mixed ability group.  We will continue to strive to provide students with the best 

possible learning experience.  

 

Attendance is vital to ensure that students don’t miss out on any knowledge that will be important to 

assessments and examinations.  We would like every student to aim for 100% attendance but if this is not 

possible to try and ensure attendance does not fall below 97%.  I kindly request that as far as possible all 

appointments with the doctor, hospital etc. be kept to outside of normal school hours.  Please remember that 

any time absent will affect your child’s attendance figure (even if we do authorise the absence).  We will 

continue to have attendance weeks to praise those students who achieve the best attendance but we have 

added in a reward for the House which achieves the best attendance overall.  

 

As always, I would like our uniform standards to be maintained and attached to this letter you will find uniform 

expectations.  Please would you kindly ensure that students are wearing correct school shoes when they return 

in September.  It is also important to note that jewellery is restricted to one watch, one ring and one stud in 

each ear lobe and no other piercings are allowed.  Hair should not be dyed in fashion colours and there should 

be no extreme styles. Girls’ make-up should be very discreet and natural looking and there must be no nail 

varnish or nail extensions.  We want to get off to a great start in September with all of our students conforming 

to uniform standards and therefore looking smart and business like. 

 

School begins again for all Year 7 students on Tuesday 3rd September and all years are expected to attend as 

normal on Wednesday 4th September. (Would you please note there will be no early close on Friday 6th as in 

previous years).  I very much look forward to welcoming our new Year 7 students to Dormston and I hope they 

have a very rewarding and purposeful journey with us. 

 

I hope that you have a very happy and peaceful summer and an enjoyable holiday if you are taking a break.  I 

look forward to welcoming all of our students back and working with you all in the new academic year. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 
Mr S Dixon 

Head Teacher 

  

 


