
 

 

Our Ref: SDN/KON 

 

January 2021 

 

ALL PARENTS/CARERS 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

 

Remote Learning Provision Update & Timetable Changes 

 

Thank you for your support and co-operation over the last few weeks whilst your child has been learning from 

home.  It’s not easy juggling home life with your children’s remote learning but you’re doing a great job! 

Having completed three full weeks of students following their normal timetables, with a large number of ‘live’ 

lessons, we have now extensively reviewed our provision to ensure we are providing the best education 

possible, whilst balancing the need to support our students’ well-being and mental health.  As most schools 

across the country are doing, we are constantly reviewing our provision and making changes as necessary. 

 

To that end we have spoken to large numbers of our students, including asking all of them to complete a 

survey and we have also discussed our current provision with parents/carers and staff.  We acknowledge that 

following a normal timetable remotely is not the same as following a timetable in school; some of our students 

have reported feeling a little overwhelmed by the amount of work they are required to complete online, which 

has often required further study after 3.00pm.  In these uncertain times it is critical that we ensure our students 

are feeling in control of their academic work so that they are able to focus effectively throughout the day.  

 

To accommodate our students’ needs we will be making some changes to our school day taking effect from 

Monday 1st February 2021.  Please rest assured that any changes we make are always made in the very best 

interests of our students.  

 

This is how the school day will now be structured: 

 

 Current Timings New Lesson Times 

Registration (Mon, Wed, Fri) 8:40am to 9:00am 8:45am to 9:00am 

Changeover break N/A 9:00am to 9:05am 

Lesson 1 9:00am to 10:00am 9:05am to 9:45am 

Changeover break N/A 9:45am to 9:50am 

Lesson 2 10:00am to 11:00am 9:50am to 10:30am 

Break (included within Lesson 3) 10:30am to 10:45am 

Lesson 3 11:00am to 12:15pm 10:45am to 11:25am 

Changeover break N/A 11:25am to 11:30am 

Lesson 4 12:15pm to 1:40pm 11:30am to 12:10pm 

Lunch (included within Lesson 4) 12:10pm to 12:40pm 

Lesson 5 1:45pm to 2:45pm 12:40pm to 1:20pm 

 

You will also notice that we have shortened the lessons so that the school day will finish at 1.20pm.  The rest of 

the afternoon can be used to ensure work is up to date and submitted when required.  This change has become 

necessary because many of our students were working late into the night.  The extra time might also be spent 

in activities away from the computer screen so that our students’ minds are focussed on other activities.  As you 

will see we have also factored in 5 minute breaks after registration and also in between lessons 1 & 2 and 3 & 4.  

This to allow students to prepare themselves for their next lesson 

 



 

 

In addition to this, students will only have four lessons rather than five (on most days) and a new 

timetable will be released on GO4Schools so please check this carefully.  'Blank’ lessons will be classed as 

an independent study lesson to allow students further time to complete assignments and other work set.  

Would you please note that although student timetables on GO4Schools will show their ‘new’ timetable 

correctly in terms of which period each lesson is happening, the timings of the day will unfortunately, and for 

reasons beyond our control, still show the old timetable timings.  We have been advised by our MIS 

(management information system) provider that we cannot update the times of the day without having a huge 

negative impact on other essential school systems. 

 

We will email all students a simple copy of the new timings of the school day so they don’t get confused.  We 

advise that they print this off and keep it by their work area.  If you do not have access to a printer and require 

a copy please contact the school office. 

 

Students need to follow this new timetable but using the timings given above.  For example, a lesson during 

Period 3 will happen between 10:45am and 11:25am and not between 11:00am and 12:15pm.  

 

Live lessons, although shorter in length will still continue and your child will be invited in through the Teams 

calendar.  Please ensure that students are only accessing their lessons through the calendar on MS Teams.  We 

still expect all students to participate in all live lessons as well as completing the required assignments and 

attendance will be monitored carefully as always.  

 

All key worker parents/carers will receive a separate email very shortly explaining how these changes 

may affect them. 

 

On Friday 29th January 2021 ALL lessons will be posted on Go4School and there will be NO live lessons on that 

day.  This day will allow us to further train our staff in the use of MS Teams and remote learning.  

 

On Thursday 4th February 2021 we are celebrating Childrens’ Mental Health Week by collapsing our usual 

timetable and inviting students to take part in other activities which ensure their minds stay healthy and 

positive.  Activities will include a VIA character profiling activity which will provide students with useful 

information about their strengths and how they can best use these in school.  There will also be a table of 

activities for mindfulness and well-being which students can select from.  GO4Schools will hold all the activities 

that students can participate in.  

 

I hope your child has received one or more of our positive behaviour points over the past two weeks for their 

engagement with live learning.  Our staff are using GO4Schools to issue these and you will receive a notification 

at 6:00pm if your child has received any positive points.  You will then be able to log into GO4Schools to see 

which lesson(s) they received the praise.  

 

I’m sure you will have seen on the news that Boris Johnson is hoping to re-open schools from Monday 8th 

March 2021.  As yet, I have received no notification of this but we will keep you updated as I receive any further 

clarification.  

 

Thank you again for your on-going support 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
 

Mr S Dixon 

Head Teacher 

  


