
 

 

 

Our Ref: AJS 

 

September 2019 

 

All Year 9 Parents/Carers 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

 

RE: Welcome to Year 9 

 

I would like to formally introduce myself as the Year 9 Strategy Manager, it is my responsibility to oversee your 

son or daughter’s progress throughout the year, provide an insight into possible career pathways and support 

yourselves and your child’s decisions when choosing subject options towards the end of Year 9.  

 

As they progress through the school and especially by Year 9 students are expected to start taking a greater 

ownership of their learning.  I therefore advise that in order to support your son or daughter in transition and 

preparation for Year 9 you can expect the following: 

 an increase in subject difficulty; 

 an increase in homework (40 to 50 minutes a night); 

 they must develop and apply critical thinking skills to solve unseen problems. 

 

Studies have shown the following common issues amongst Year 9 Students: 

 students often have poor study practice - I feel it is essential in Year 9 to develop good study habits and 

to learn to balance extra-curricular activities with study.  These bad habits often become ingrained after Year 

9 and consequently have an effect later when studying towards their GCSE; 

 students don’t place enough emphasis on understanding key concepts – in Year 10, students are 

expected to learn new topics which require the use of existing knowledge, skills and understanding developed 

in previous Years (7, 8 & 9) in more complex ways; 

 students do not revise regularly - As students begin to encounter more complex problems, and develop 

the core skills required for their subjects, they need to revise on a regular basis to develop confidence in 

certain areas and begin to make marginal gains in progress, both academically and socially. 

 

What you can do at this stage in Year 9 to help combat some of these common issues: 

 encourage the use of their Homework Timetable (page 4) in their planners to emphasise the importance of 

organisation; 

 encourage your son/daughter to spend ten minutes at night reflecting on their day, ask them to describe five 

keywords that have been learnt and stimulate information recall; 

 work together to create a revision timetable in preparation for future class tests and exams; 

 discuss their future study or career plans: is there a subject they are sure they want to do at A-level or college 

that they need to continue with now at GCSE?  Take time to consider what they enjoy and are good at; 

 seek their teachers’ advice on which subjects will play to their strengths; 

 focus on keeping options open for now rather than specialising. 

 

 

 

 



Key Dates: 

Date Event  

08/10/19 Parent & Pupil Reading Group 1 

This is an opportunity for all parents and pupils to 

enjoy reading together in order to develop reading 

skills and vocabulary.  

14/11/19 Year 9 Strategy Launch to Parents 

This is an opportunity for all parents to be kept up to 

date on study habits that do and don’t work.  At this 

evening we will also share our expectations in terms 

of Year 9, homework and Option Choices.  

09/01/20 Pupil Cross Curricular Day 
This is an opportunity for all pupils to experience a 

‘taster day’ at a local further education college. 

14/01/20 Parent & Pupil Reading Group 2 

This is an opportunity for all parents and pupils to 

enjoy reading together in order to develop reading 

skills and vocabulary. 

05/02/20 Year 9 Pupil Careers Fair 

This is an opportunity for all pupils to meet a range 

of career pathways to support them when making 

their future Option Choices. 

19/03/20 Year 9 Options Evening 

This is an opportunity for all parents & pupils to 

meet a range of subjects in order to help make 

informed choices about your child’s next steps and 

option choices. 

26/03/20 
Year 9 Parent Consultation 

Evening 

This is an opportunity for all parents to meet 

teachers for all subjects to discuss their child’ 

progress. 

WC 15/06/20 Exam Week 

This is an opportunity for all pupils to showcase their 

progress made from year 8 to year 9 but also to place 

pupils in appropriate GCSE sets. 

23/06/20 
Year 9/10 Work Experience 

Launch Evening 

This is an opportunity for all parents & pupils to 

understand what to expect in preparation and during 

Year 10 Work Experience. 

 

Clearly, at Dormston, we feel it is evident that Year 9 is a very important step on a student’s learning journey and 

hope with your support we can help them feel academic success, inform and support their GCSE option choices 

and provide lots of different career opportunities to inspire their futures. 

 

If you have any further questions please do not hesitate to contact myself on either 01384 816395 or email 

ajones1@dormston.dudley.sch.uk. I am looking forward to working with yourselves and your children to ensure 

we begin with a positive start and subsequently have a successful year to follow. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Mrs Jones 

Maths Teacher/Year 9 Strategy Manager 

ajones1@dormston.dudley.sch.uk 
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