
 

“Darkness cannot drive 

out darkness; only light 

can do that.  Hate cannot 

drive out hate; only love 

can do that"  

Martin Luther King.   

Mr N Amos’s  

Favourite Quote 

Learner of the Month Winners - November, December & January 2021 
Our Learner of the Month Winners are as follows. 

  

Lili Holmes - 10DY - Learner of the Month for November 2020; 

Darcey Freeman - 8AX - Learner of the Month for December 2020; 

Nikita Joy - 11TY- Learner of the Month for January 2021. 

 

Congratulations go to all the winning students and also to all the many other students who 

received a nominations during this time.  Keep working hard, your efforts are being noticed by 

your teachers! 

 

February Update 
We are sorry our Monthly Update Sheet has gone missing in action recently.  We never 

really know how valuable this publication is for you as parents/carers.  It is sometimes 

so hard to get the balance of communication right, sometimes, too much information 

can be overwhelming and too little not enough.   The purpose of this update sheet is 

about sharing events and information coming up over the next month or so, which as you will 

appreciate, is a bit difficult to predict with any accuracy at the moment, as everything is sub-

ject to so much change.    

 

It is also about keeping a sense of community going and sharing the many successes that are 

happening within Dormston School even though we are separated at the moment.  Please 

therefore email kotton@dormston.dudley.sch.uk with any good news stories that you 

would like to see shared. 

 

We know that Remote Learning has been a challenge for both students, parents/carers and 

staff and we have reviewed the provision to make sure that it is manageable for all.  More in-

formation about how we have changed our Remote Learning Provision based on our consul-

tation with students and staff is contained later in our Update Sheet.  Please however ensure 

you have read the detailed letter that was sent to all parents/carers on Thursday 28 January 

2021.  Thank you for your continued support and resilience.  We have done this before and 

we can do it again!  There is light at the end of the tunnel so please hang in there! 
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Remote Learning Update 
Following consultation with students and parents/carers we have made some changes to our Remote Learning provi-

sion.  Full details of the changes to our Remote Learning Provision can be found in the Remote Learning & Timetable 

Update Letter that has recently been emailed to you.  We strongly recommend that ALL parents/carers read this letter 

carefully.  However, the key things to remember are below.  These changes took effect from Monday 1 February 2021.  

 

The timings of the school day have changed.  Both you and your child have been sent these revised times but here they 

are again just in case. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your child will now only have 4 lessons per day instead of 5.  During their ‘free lesson’ they are encouraged to either 

catch up on work or take some time out to do something to benefit their physical or emotional wellbeing. 

 

Lessons will now be 40 minutes long and will be made up of live lessons and independent work.  We really hope this 

will help students and parents/carers feel a little less overwhelmed.   

 

We will continue to review and adapt our Remote Learning provision as required to ensure it meets the needs of our 

students.  Thank you for the support that we know our parents/carers have provided to ensure their child/children are 

logged on and engaging in learning from home.   

 

As yet, we have not received any guidance from government in terms of arrangements for reopening on 8 March 2021 

but as soon as we do have any information to share we will do so. 

 

Lesson Time 

Registration (Mon, Wed, Fri) 8:45am to 9:00am 

Changeover Break 9:00am to 9:05am 

Lesson 1 9:05am to 9:45am 

Changeover Break 9:45am to 9:50am 

Lesson 2 9:50am to 10:30am 

Break 10:30am to 10:45am 

Lesson 3 10:45am to 11:25am 

Changeover Break 11:25am to 11:30am 

Lesson 4 11:30am to 12:10pm 

Lunch 12:10pm to 12:40pm 

Lesson 5 12:40pm to 1:20pm 



Safer Internet Day - 9 February 2021  

As we all know, being safe on the internet is extremely important.  To celebrate Safer  

Internet day which this year will be on Tuesday 9 February 2021 we will be showing a spe-

cial Safer Internet Assembly during the week in order to raise the profile of this important issue 

with all our students.  We advise all parents/carers to speak to their child about this important  

issue following our assemblies. 

 

PSHE - Periods 3 & 4 - 10 February 2021  

PSHE will be taking place on Wednesday 10 February 2021.  Outlined below is what students 

will be looking at during these sessions. 

Year 7 

Physical Well-Being.  

Year 8 

Looking at and challenging myths associated with stereotypes in the workplace and world of 

work.  

Year 9 

The GCSE Option process will be launched to students.  They will be given information, advice and 

support on choosing the subjects to study at GCSE.  

Year 10  

Global Citizenship.  

Year 11 

We will be providing workshops on Apprenticeships, College & Sixth Form applications and  

Finance.  Students will receive an invitation to these workshops based on the results of the Next 

Steps Questionnaire they have recently completed.  

 

February Half Term - W/C 15 February 

School will be closed to ALL students, including Key Worker students W/C 15 February 2021 

for February Half Term.  School will recommence remotely  W/C 22 February 2021 to a Week 2 

timetable.   

 

Catch Up Injections - 24 February 2021  

Just to let you know that Vaccination UK will be coming into school on Wednesday 24 February 

2021 to carry out outstanding vaccinations from last year, as follows: 

Year 8 1st Dose HPV, Year 9 2nd Dose HPV, Year 10 DTP/MenACWY and Year 11 DTP/MenACWY. 



Year 7 On-line Parents’ Evening - 4 March 2021  

We are really sorry that our last Year 7 Parents’ Evening could not take place due to  

external technical issue beyond our control.  Year 7 Parents’ Evening has now however 

been rearranged for Thursday 4 March 2021 and all appointments have been automatically 

carried across.  We are pleased to say that our Year 8 Parent’s Evening went off without the 

same technical difficulties. 

 

World Book Day -  4 March 2021  

World Book Day is an annual event that changes lives through celebrating  the 

love of books and shared reading.  Now in its 24
th

 year their mission is to pro-

mote reading for pleasure, offering every child and young person the opportuni-

ty to have a book of their own.  Reading for pleasure is the single biggest indica-

tor of a child’s future success – more than their family circumstances, their par-

ents’ educational background or their income.   We want to see more children 

with a life-long habit of reading for pleasure and the improved life chances this 

brings them.  Designated by UNESCO as a worldwide celebration of books and 

reading, World Book Day is marked in over 100 countries around the globe.    

 

At Dormston School we usually celebrate World Book Day in school with Year 7 – 

usually by assemblies, competitions and events in the PLC, and with storytelling 

workshops in English lessons with a local storyteller.  Unfortunately, we are unable 

to celebrate in our usual way this year (fingers crossed for 2022), but Mr Fox will 

send out an assembly that students can watch, encouraging them to read at 

home!   We will however be asking all our Year 7 students to dress up for the day as 

characters from books and send their pictures in to 

kotton@dormston.dudley.sch.uk.  There will be prizes for the best costumes.   

 

Year 9 On-line Options Evening - 11 March 2021  

Just to let our Year 9 parents/carers and students know that we are producing a pre-

recorded Options Evening video which will be released to parents/carers on 11 March 

2021.  This will give information about the whole options process and links to each Head 

of Department who will explain what a GCSE in their subject is all about.  Please start  

taking to your child now about what options they may like to take and try and make ap-

pointments to see these teachers on our Year 9 Parents’ Evening which takes place on 

Thursday 25 March 2021.  The Options process will  be launched to students during PSHE on 

Wednesday 10 February 2021. 

mailto:kotton@dormston.dudley.sch.uk


Friendly February 2021 

Throughout February 2021 why not look at what you could do each day to make coping with the 

current situation just that little bit better! If you do any and they help let us know! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 9 On-line Parents’ Evening - 25 March 2021  

As with other year groups, our Year 9 Parents’ Evening will take place virtually.  Further  

information about how this will work will be sent to parents/carers shortly.  Year 9 Reports will be 

released on GO4Schools on 3 March 2021.  Obviously, with Year 9 Options looming it is  

really important that you try and make appointments with teachers, especially those subjects that 

you think your child may want to pick  as an option subject.    

 



Do you want to build a Snowman? 
Thank you to everybody who sent in their Snowman pictures recently.  As you can see, Snowman building is serious business!  The joint 

student winners of this competition are Daniel Venables - 7AY & Samuel Firmstone - 9TX (for Boris and his Snowdog!)  The likeness 

to Boris is quite remarkable!  Our staff winner is Mrs Ainge.  Congratulations to all our winners.  A £20 Amazon Voucher is on it’s way to 

you all! 

            Daniel Venables - 7AY                                               Samuel Firmstone - 9TX (Boris & his Snow Dog)                       Mrs Ainge 



Violin Success - Evelyn Newey - 9AY 
In August 2020, Evelyn Newey took place in an online pilot for ABRSM Grade 5 music theory. 

It was the first time the exam had been done in this way but it is now being rolled out in  

several countries around the world taking on board the feedback from the candidates who 

took part in the pilot.  Evelyn got an amazing mark of 67/75.  This has enabled her to progress 

to Grade 6 violin.  Again, due to COVID and lockdown, ABRSM has introduced a new 

'Performance Exam'.  This requires the candidate to submit a recording of four pieces in a 

continuous recital.  Evelyn has also passed that exam with an excellent mark!  She is now play-

ing in the top section of DPA Youth Strings and has started to play the viola with lessons 

through DPA!  Both school and Evelyn’s parents are all really proud as to how she has  

persisted with her music throughout these difficult times and she is still only 13 years old!  

 

Keyboard Success - Amelia Langford - 7AX 

Amelia Langford took her keyboard music exam in December 2021 and we have just been 

informed that she has received a Merit for her Grade 2.  This is a brilliant achievement.  Keep 

up the good work Amelia! 

 

Karate Success -  Tyler Gunn -  11TY 

You may remember previously about Tyler Gunn’s success in Karate?  Well, we are pleased to 

share that this continues.  Tyler has passed 2 karate belts now and continues to take part in 2 

online classes a week both Monday and Saturday throughout this lockdown.  Just before this 

lockdown started Tyler was able to go and pass one of his belt exam as the picture shows.  

We are all very proud of his hard work with online schooling and his karate and how he has 

really adapted well under the circumstances. 

 

Fund Raising Efforts - Nimue Jones - 7TX 

Well done to Nimue Jones in 7TX who has decided to do some more fundraising this 

month.  During February 2021, Nimue and members of her family we will be cycling 280k for  

Hearing Dogs for Deaf People with a fundraising target of £100.  They will then also be  

running 25 miles for Mind Mental Health Charity and are again hoping to raise £100.  This is 

the first run of 4 they will be taking part in through the year.  Please see links below if you 

would like to donate to these worthy causes.   

 

Miles For Mind - https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/silver-jones1 

Hearing Dogs for Deaf People - https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/silverjones 

Evelyn Newey - 9AY 

Amelia Langford - 7AX 

Tyler Gunn - 11TY 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/silver-jones1
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/silverjones


 Teaching & Learning Update 
In this section we would like to start sharing our latest Teaching & Learning practices.  The more you know as a 

parent/carer about teaching & learning the more you are able to support your child with their learning journey.  If 

you have any specific questions about teaching & learning feel free to contact Mrs Moseley. 

 

Encouraging Reading at Home 
The Book of Hopes: Words and Pictures to Comfort, Inspire and Entertain Children 

Free online book in partnership with the National Literacy Trust 

 

The Book of Hopes is Bloomsbury’s collection of inspiring short stories, artwork and poems from more than 110 

much-loved children’s authors, illustrators and poets.  It was launched and curated by author Katherine Rundell in 

response to the first national lockdown in April. 

This extraordinary collection of short stories, poems, essays and pictures has contributions from more than 110 chil-

dren’s writers and illustrators, including Lauren Child, Anthony Horowitz, Greg James and Chris Smith, Michael 

Morpurgo, Liz Pichon, Axel Scheffler, Francesca Simon and Jacqueline Wilson. 

The collection, published by Bloomsbury, is dedicated to the doctors, nurses, carers, porters, cleaners and everyone 

working in hospitals. 

Read the book: 

Bloomsbury have very kindly allowed us to share The Book of Hopes for free during this new lockdown. 

https://literacytrust.org.uk/family-zone/9-12/book-hopes/  

While it is written with children in Year 6 and 7 in mind we hope that the rest of our students may enjoy the book and 

the messages it contains. 

 

https://literacytrust.org.uk/family-zone/9-12/book-hopes/


 



 How to encourage your child to read: 

 

Read yourself! Show a good example by talking about the reading you do at work and at home.  Let your child know 

that reading is an important part of your life. 

 

Keep books safe.  Make your child their own special place to keep their books in their bedroom. 

Make time to read.  Set aside a time for reading for the family – after school or before bedtime. Encourage inde-

pendent reading but don’t be afraid to still tell a bedtime story. 

 

Don’t just read books.  Encourage your child to read newspapers, TV guides, comics and magazines. Ask your child 

to find out information from the Yellow Pages, the Internet, cookery books, etc. 

 

Let your child read with younger children. Encourage them to read to other members of the family. 

 

Keep in touch with school.  Make sure your child swaps their home reading books regularly at school and try to 

make a regular time slot of about 10 minutes to hear them read. 

 

If English is not your family’s first language:  You can buy dual language books. You can talk about books and 

stories in any language. 

 

How to help with reading: 

 

 Be positive!  Praise your child for trying hard at their reading.  Let them know it’s all right to make mistakes. 

 Give them time.  Let them make a guess before you tell them the word.  Let them read to the end of the line 

before correcting their mistakes.  It doesn't matter if you have to tell them the word sometimes. 

 Spot words inside words.  Help them to spot words they know within larger more complicated words. 

 Let them read their favourites.  Don’t worry if they only read one kind of book.  If they are really stuck, ask the 

librarian or teacher to suggest something else they might like. 

 Make the story come to life.  Encourage your child to read with expression.  This will help them read more flu-

ently. 

 Ask lots of questions about the story.  What would you have done if you were…….?  Does this book remind you 

of anything that has happened to you?  Can you guess what is going to happen next? 

 Use a dictionary.  Use a simple dictionary or online dictionary and use it to check the meanings of new words. 

 

Activities to try at home: 

Make a scrap book with your child about their favourite star, group or team. Let them cut pictures out of magazines 

and papers and write their own captions. 

 

Buy a book of crosswords and wordsearches and try to solve them together.  Make up your own puzzles to try out on 

family and friends. 



 ChatterPack - SEN Home Learning Resources List for Schools & Families 

ChatterPack wanted to do something positive to ease the burden on schools 

and families during this undoubtedly worrying time. So, we asked the commu-

nity to send in links and ideas for free home learning and the response has 

been phenomenal!  Whether you're a teacher of any age group who is making 

plans for home learning, or a parent/carer needing some ideas so you can 

plan ahead, hopefully, some of the links below will help.  All links to google 

drive documents were shared publicly for re-use by others.   

Please see attached link for more information. 

 

Autism Outreach 
Please see attached link to the Autism Outreach Service 

 

Introducing the Virtual School Lbrary! 

Oak National Academy and the National Literacy Trust have come together to launch our 

Virtual School Library to keep children reading during lockdown.  Every week, a  

popular children's author will become our Author of the Week and provide a free book 

or audiobook and exclusive videos and activities aimed at primary school children, all 

available at library.thenational.academy. 

 

BBC Education Offer 

Please see attached link as the BBC delivers the biggest Education offer in its history. 

 

 

https://chatterpack.net/blogs/blog/resources-list-for-home-learning
https://www.dudley.gov.uk/residents/learning-and-school/information-for-parents/specialist-education-services/autism-outreach/
https://oak-national-academy.intercom-clicks.com/via/e?ob=ImDtJWFZAqoxd2DZnTEhnCKIcOFsadkBC26u6mv8j59EQPt2CPypd6nFFm4OCpjLbJmgkU%2BMZx6phqQZstM5BwbvSKs8FQUYCKsO3aDiRXRZggDkPCfycb1ptLsAkQwuRxMdN1oBu%2B1uHteT65QvDMlcUClQPlgON3LOzZE2tDQ%2BXWH2d9eAcAn3uIIUZjlvFvw
https://oak-national-academy.intercom-clicks.com/via/e?ob=T1JV0hV787Nm5bVnIROdUzRc%2B%2FZ4qfpn11GZN1%2F1CpqIpu3AjXLs%2B7sPSPt1BJ0RGC9GUScQ%2B0ROwAlfzDhGzpjhHGUggeDFc7QFhpBSvCkon69PRdhVc4iSylu95s2P9sbVf1Svd%2BXIbzaQlaoFz5HESeVaKVD1pj%2BOcZBa5DVK5FUBzRzJrX4OjrA
https://oak-national-academy.intercom-clicks.com/via/e?ob=BgTTK4qg8JWAie5pNAfhfsvEi2V3P4mO034ab9wNcYKsovcxGWgmXLhb%2FnjdUqOSu%2F2Y68VkpqwfKInmP7Hh4DfX4TIz8qdofdCTvPUAsTJtdeLRawlyQHCeRt4CsPGpuDIC4TiDAWas%2BcbgOViRzm0sQjCjh2LVc5c%2B4EE9PWcuUla9IpKyLBF2Qlvr7Ch3h
https://www.bbc.com/mediacentre/2020/bbc-launches-biggest-education-offer-ever?fbclid=IwAR3n94hKP25NcQSz9BAdDabzSek7ynGmkGF-IDNdKK333tS7MjnHa7v1qi8

