
Criminal Geography 
What is Crime?

Crime is an action taken which is against the law.  
It is punishable by law.

Using aerial photographs 

Aerial photographs are really great to use. You can see 
houses, land use, building and trees. Here you can see a 
school field. Look closely for the train lines. 

0.00% 2.00% 4.00% 6.00% 8.00% 10.00%12.00%14.00%16.00%

Head of the household aged 16 – 24 

Living in rented property

Living in a council estate

On a main road

Earning more than £30,000 a year

Living in a detached house

Living in rural areas

Risk of Burglary

Risk of burglary 

There are many factors that can influence the risk of being burgled. The average risk of being burgled 
is 5.6%. There are some factors that make people more or less likely to be burgled. We investigate 

this. 

Local Crimes 

What are the crimes that take place in 
your area?

Is there a pattern to the crimes?

Are they different for different 
locations?

Are they different for different times of 
the year?

Have they increased / decreased?

Have you been affected by crime in your 
area?

Using the website below – find your 
street to look for crimes in your area. 

https://www.police.uk/

Key words for this unit 

Victim The victim is a person affected by crime. 

Offender The offender is a person who commits a crime.

Physical 
disorder

A term used to describe an area / building that is 
derelict and needs improvements. Physical disorder 
can attract crimes. 

Urban Is a term used to describe built up areas – like 
towns and cities 

Rural Is a term used to describe a non built up area – like 
farmland and the countryside 

Designing 
out crime 

Something designers will do to make places safer 

Target 
hardening 

Making it harder to gain entry to a building such as 
locked. 

Using aerial photographs 

Aerial photographs are really great to use. You can see 
houses, land use, building and trees. Here you can see a 
school field. Look closely for the train lines. 

GIS and Crime 

The use of computers and GIS (geographic information systems) mean crime is now much easier to analyse and solve. 
Maps help the police to track and solve crimes. 
Modern crime maps are created on computers and they are much easier to use. 
Crime analysts look for patterns of crime. Ordnance Survey maps are used within GIS to plot many pieces of evidence and 
other important information. This often produces 'hotspots' of crime.

Crimes in urban areas 

Urban areas bring many opportunities for crime 

Crimes in rural areas 

Rural areas bring many opportunities for crime …are they 
different 

Designing out crime 

Cul-de-Sacs
This makes it easier to notice someone 
who isn’t supposed to be there 
Why do you think this is the case?

Open Spaces in public areas and 
footpaths
To allow everyone to keep an eye on 
suspicious behaviour. It is better to 
avoid having covered areas such as 
underpasses
Why do you think this works?

Building houses looking out over 
public areas
To increase the amount of defensible 
space. A defensible space is an area 
which can easily be monitored for 
crime 
Why do you think this works?

https://www.police.uk/

