
15 January 2021 
 

Dear Students 

 

So here we are back in national lockdown with further school closures.  Although I am very 

aware of how frustrating this is for all of us, it is now very important that we face the future 

with resilience and tenacity to get through this together.  Like everyone, I hoped that when 

we returned to school in September we could start to move on and get on with the day to 

day tasks of school.  Unfortunately, that wasn’t meant to be and it could be so easy to down 

tools and ask ‘what’s the point?’ but as individuals and a community it is vital we support 

each other and after this ‘knockdown’ we get up even stronger than before.  

 

I was recently watching a wildlife programme on TV and there was a feature about how 

mother giraffes teach their new-born to look after themselves and stand on their own feet. 

The mother giraffe gives birth standing up, so the first thing that happens to a new-born 

baby giraffe is that it falls 10 feet from its mother’s womb and usually lands on its back.  She 

lowers her head long enough to take a quick look, her baby tries to stand up on its four legs, 

but the mother’s behaviour is very unusual and she rudely introduces her offspring to the 

reality of life…  She gives the baby giraffe a gentle kick which sends it sprawling.  If the baby 

tries to get up again it is knocked down. 

 

This process is repeated over and over and over again until the new-born giraffe is too 

exhausted to stand up.  At that point, the mother kicks it again, knocking it to the ground 

and forcing it to get to its feet.  After that, she does not push the baby giraffe over again. 

 

As awful as this sounds it happens with all new-born baby giraffe. 

 

The mother is preparing her child to survive predators.  Baby’s first life lesson within seconds 

of entering into this world is “GET BACK ON YOUR FEET QUICKLY AND BE PREPARED”. 

Baby giraffes face the possibility of being attacked by many predators and its mother is 



making sure that it is able to quickly stand on its feet and escape danger. She is teaching her 

new-born to be RESILIENT 

 

I am telling you this because I think that in order to reach any level of success in life, 

sometimes you will be beaten over the head, face possible rejection over and over again, and 

sometimes feel like you are getting nowhere.  But every time you are knocked down be 

prepared to get back up.  Each time you get back up be stronger and more resilient.  

 

It doesn’t matter how many times you fall.  What matters is your ability to pick yourself up 

and stand on your feet once again and prove who you are. 

Baby giraffes never go to school.  But they learn a very important lesson rather early in life.  

A lesson that all of us would do well to remember, particularly as we face the weeks and 

months ahead.  

 

 
Mr Dixon 

Head Teacher 

 


