
Area of Study 2—Concerto Through Time 

Concerto   

Solo instrument accompanied by an orchestra  

Concerto Grosso 

Group of solo instruments accompanied by an  

orchestra  

(Concerto was in Baroque, Classical and Romantic period.     
Concerto Grosso is in the Baroque period only) 

 

Key words for the concerto 

Solo            Accompaniment (orchestra)  

Continuo (harpsichord and cello—Baroque) 

Tutti (everyone plays) 

Ripieno (the larger group in a concerto grosso) 

Concertino (the smaller group in a concerto grosso) 

Cadenza (solo played by the virtuoso) 

Virtuosic (technically difficult) 

 

Baroque Solo Concerto / Concerto Grosso 

Small orchestra (solo instruments include: violin, cello, record-
er, flute, oboe, bassoon, trumpet) 

Continuo (harpsichord and cello) 

Polyphonic (interweaving melodies)   Homophonic (chords) 

Terraced dynamics (suddenly loud, suddenly quiet) 

Ornaments (trills, mordents, turns, acciaccaturas)  

              Composer = Bach  

 

Classical Concerto  

Cadenza - unaccompanied solo played by the virtuoso 

Piano and clarinet invented in this period   

Melody and accompaniment texture 

Balanced phrases         Question and answer 

Crescendo (gradually louder) /Diminuendo (gradually quieter) 

Primary chords             Clear cadences    

              Composer = Mozart Area of Study 3—Dan 

Area of study 3—rhythms of the world  



Romantic Concerto  

Large orchestra  

Expressive by: 

 Changes in tempo and time signature  
 Solo parts that are very virtuosic and difficult to 

play 
 Wide leaps  
 Wide range of dynamics  
 Some chromatic notes  

              Composer = Brahms  

 

 

 

 



Area of Study 3—rhythms of the world  

Indian Classical 

Raga – The scale used          Tala - The rhythm used 

Instruments: 

Sitar – plays main melody  (based on Raga) 

Tambura – Plays a drone 

Tabla – Plays a rhythmic part   (based on Tala) 

Features:           Improvisation      Call and Response               

        Pitch bends          Ornaments 

 

Bhangra — Originated in the Punjab region but developed in the UK.  
Punjabi MC is a famous artist.   

Instruments:      Music technology: 

Dhol drum        Computer 
Sitar       Sampling,  
Voice       Mixing 

Features: 

Chaal rhythm - Dhal na na na na                 4/4 time signature 
Sung in Punjabi              Shouts of ‘hoi’        Verse/Chorus  
Microtonal intervals                riffs,  repetitive melodies          

 

 

Area of Study 3—rhythms of the world  

Samba  - from Brazil  

Instruments: 

Surdo – large drums       Repenique - lead drum 

Tambourim          Agogo bell       Ganza (shaker)     

Timbales (tom tom drums)      Claves  

Features:            

2/4 or 4/4        Ostinato      Polyrhythm         Syncopation    

Accents       Call and response      Son Clave rhythm  

 

Area of Study 3—rhythms of the world  

African Drumming performed at weddings/funerals/festivals  

                                       Learned by ear  

Instruments: 

Djembe – (slap, tone, bass—when hit in different places) 

Bells / rattles / shakers     Dunun—another African drum        

Features:            

Polyrhythmic   Cross-rhythms    Triplets     Cyclic 
Call and response singing        
Master drummer controls  the structure 



  

 

Area of Study 3—rhythms of the world  

Calypso  - from Caribbean (Trinidad and Tobago)  

Melody - Short phrases,  call and response,   feels improvised 

Tonality -   Major        Primary chords (I,  IV,  V) 

Structure -  Verse- chorus  

Texture - melody and accompaniment  

Rhythm and metre - 2/4 or 4/4    syncopated       

Instruments: banjo, guitar, mouth organ, bongos, congas, claves, Maracas 

Steel Pans perform arrangements of calypso songs:  Tremolo 
and legato are used 

 

Surdo – large drums       Repenique - lead drum 

Area of Study 3—rhythms of the world  

Traditional Greek  - folk songs and dances  

                       - Celebrations / restaurants / bars  

Bouzouki (string instrument) plays tremolos and slides  

Irregular time signatures:    5/8    7/8  

Syncopation 

Off-beat chords          melody and accompaniment texture 

Melody in 3rds       Repeated melodic ideas      Stepwise melody  

Tonic-dominant bass notes          Verse– Chorus structure             

Texture - melody and accompaniment  

Rhythm and metre - 2/4 or 4/4    syncopated       

Area of Study 3—rhythms of the world  

Traditional Palestinian - folk songs and dances  

                       - sadness/struggle for peace  

Oud (lute-type instrument) plays melody and drone  

Goblet shaped drums - Doumbek  

Irregular time signature:   5/8     7/8   

Modal  (different scale to major/minor) 

Microtonal (small intervals)         Improvised 

Stepwise      Ornaments and Slides      

Melody in 3rds       Repeated melodic ideas         Stepwise mel-
ody  

Area of Study 3—rhythms of the world                 Traditional Israeli                                

Israeli Folk Dances  Israeli Folk Songs 

Fast               with    Accelerando 

2/4   4/4          syncopation  

Bass part—crotchets  root + 5th of 

chord 

Off-beat chords 

Ornaments, grace notes, pitch bends 

Clarinet, Violin and accordion  

Irregular time signature   5/8     7/8 

Syncopation         

Microtonal (small intervals)    Modal 

Stepwise melody 

Guttural/nasal singing 

Minor key 

Oud, guitar, harp, accordion, Tambou-

rine, Darbuka (goblet shaped drum) 



Area of Study 4—Film Music  

Famous Composers of Film Music:       

 John Williams                    Hans Zimmer 

                                                                      

Famous Composers of Video Game Music:   

 Koji Kondo                             Harry Gregson-Williams 

 

You may also get asked question about how Classical Music is used in films 

(eg Rachmaninov’s ‘2nd Piano Concerto in Brief Encounter’) 

 

Area of Study 4—Film Music             Use of Music Technology in Film Music  

Computer sequencer A computer programme used to cre-

ate and edit audio and midi files 

Editing Altering the music to make it fit a sce-

ne / enhance it 

Synthesiser A musical instrument operated by a 

keyboard with a wide variety of 

Synthesised sounds The sounds produced by a synthesiser 

Sampled sounds A section of recorded audio inserted 

into a new track 

Reverb Makes the music sound as if it was 



Area of Study 5—Conventions of Pop  

Rock ‘n’ Roll        1950s-60s     Famous artist: Elvis Presley 

Musical characteristics:        

Fast tempo                  Major key                   4/4 time signature 
 
Swung rhythms       Verse-chorus structure         Walking bass 
 
Call and Response         12-bar blues chords     Falsetto male voice 
 
Short vocal phrases (repeated patterns)  
 
Small group of acoustic instruments: piano, drum kit, guitar,                                            
                                                           saxophone and double bass 

 

Call and response between voice and accompaniment 

 

  Area of Study 5—Conventions of Pop  

Rock         1970s-80s     Famous artist: Queen    Bon Jovi  

Musical characteristics:        

4/4 time signature   

Repeated patterns in the voice 

High male voice with vibrato  

Rock beat (snare on beats 2 and 4)    

110-120 bpm 

Verse-chorus structure 

Repeated chord patterns 

 

Music Technology:  

Amplification 

Distortion 

Wah-wah 

Echo  

Reverb 

Area of Study 5—Conventions of Pop      Pop Ballads of 1970s,80s,90s  

Pop Ballad = slow song with sentimental lyrics  

Elton John (70s)  Bette Midler (80s)   Take That (90s) 

  

 Vocal features: Melisma     Vibrato     Clear lyrics   

 Music technology: Reverb (sounds like its recorded in a bigger room) 

 Other features: 4/4 time signature     

                              Verse-chorus structure 

                            Sustained chords       

                              beats 2 and 4 on snare 

   

Area of Study 5—Conventions of Pop       

Solo Artists 1990s—present    such as Adele, Michael Jackson, Kylie 
Voice uses: Melisma  (more than 1  note to syllable)  Vibrato  
(vibration)  
Lots of music technology 

Reverb Makes it sound like it’s in a bigger more echoey room 

Echo A delay in the sound  

Panning Sounds like the sound is moving between  speakers  

Filter An effect added to the voice such as ‘autotune’ 

Sampling Take a recorded sample and insert it into the song 

Looping Repeating a part over and over 

Synthesiser Instrument using a keyboard with lots of sounds 

Overdubbing Record a new part over the top  

Multi-tracking Record in several layers 

Distortion High volume ‘fuzz’ sound 

Amplification To increase the volume of sound 



 

Rhythms and Rests 

Dots, Ties, Pauses and Triplets 

A dot after a note adds half the value on to it.  

This is now worth 1 ½  

 

The line shown below is called a tie. You hold the note down for 
the sum of the notes. Below you would hold it for 5.  

 

 

A 3 means a triplet so you fit 3 notes in the space of 2. 

 

 

Dynamics  Articulation: 

Legato: Smoothly played           

 

Staccato:  Shortly played  

 

Other instructions:  

                        

 

                 (emphasis)                                      (slide)  

String instruments:  Arco—With a bow       Pizzicato—Plucked 



 

  : Natural 

 : Flat 

: Sharp 

  Largo Slow 

Andante Walking Pace 

Moderato Moderately (in between fast and slow) 

Allegro Quick 

Vivace Lively and Quick 

Presto Very fast 

Accelerando Gradually speeding up 

Rallentando /  

Ritenuto / Ritardando  

Gradually slowing down 

Rubato Not a strict tempo (slight speed up/slow down for expression) 

Pause    Hold the note for longer                           . 

 

This sign shows the BPM (beats per minute). In this       

example there are 120 beats per minute. 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/8b/Music-natural.png
http://i134.photobucket.com/albums/q100/AeternusAmatorius/Flat.jpg


Harmony Tonality 

 
 

Modulation 

 

Major Happy 

Minor Sad 

When the music moves from one key to an-

 Texture Cadences: 

 

There are four types of Cadences: 

Perfect—Sounds finished 
 
Imperfect—Needs to carry on 
 
Plagal—Sounds finished but uses Amen 
Interrupted—Sounds like its going to finish but goes to   
                       minor chord sounding ‘odd’ 

Block Chords All notes sound together 

Broken chords Notes of the chord sound one at a 

Dissonant Notes in a chord clash 

Chromatic Some notes move in semitones 

Diatonic Where harmony is major/minor 

Primary chords Where lots of chords I, IV and V are 

Close harmony Where notes of the harmonies are all 

close together 

Monophonic One melodic line (solo/unison) 

  

Homophonic All parts have the same/similar 

rhythm (creating chords) 

Polyphonic 

(Also called contrapuntal) 

Two or more independent melo-

dies 

Melody and Accompaniment Tune and accompaniment 

(chords, bass, broken chords) 

Polyrhythmic Two or more independent 

rhythms playing at the same 

time 



Time Signatures/Metre 

Simple time signatures:  

 

 Large Structures 

Concerto A work for solo instrument accompa-

nied by an orchestra. Has a cadenza 

where the soloist plays alone usually at 

the end of the first movement 

Concerto Grosso 

  

A work for 2 or more solo instruments 

accompanied by an orchestra 

Symphony  A piece for orchestra alone 

Sonata A piece for solo instrument and orches-

tra accompaniment 



Small Structures 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Pieces may have an introduction and a coda (ending) 

Musical Devices  

 Ostinato:  repeated pattern   Riff:  repeated pattern (pop 
styles) 

Chords: 2 or more notes played at once 
Broken chords/arpeggio: notes of the chord are split  
Walking Bass: common in Rock n Roll  
Improvisation: make it up on the spot 
Stabs: short staccato notes 
Hook:  repeated catchy motif 
Sequence: phrase repeated but on higher/lower note 
Call and Response: one person/group plays another responds 
Imitation:  A part copies another immediately afterwards 
Question and answer:  a pair of phrases,  one answers the first 

   
 

Rhythm  

Syncopation:  off-beat 
Dotted: uneven rhythm—can sound ‘swung’  
Polyrhythm: 2 or more independent melodies 
Cross-rhythm: complex polyrhythm 
Anacrusis: upbeat before the first bar  
Ostinato: repeating pattern 
Triplets: beat is divided into 3 
Tala:  rhythm in Indian Classical music (played by the 

Tabla) 
Chaal: rhythm on the Dhol drum in Bhangra 
Son Clave: rhythm used in Samba (played by the claves)  

 

 

 

Verse / 

Chorus 

Used in popular/modern music with lyrics. Simi-

lar verses with a contrasting chorus. There 

might be an instrumental middle 8 or break. 

Binary 

  

2 sections:    A            B 

Ternary 3 sections the last a repeat of the first: 

     A           B             A 

Rondo Keeps going back to one section: 

   A   B   A   C   A   D 



RHYTHM/DURATION—Length 

of the notes  

Semibreve, Minim, Crotchets,  

Quavers, Semi Quavers 

Syncopation, dotted rhythm,  

ostinato, polyrhythmic  

 

Pitch —High / Low 

 

Dynamics —Loud/Quiet 

 

Tempo—Fast/ Slow 

Timbre/Tone—The sound being made 

Instrument families: 

Strings 

Woodwind 

Percussion 

Brass 

Voice Types 

Bass 

Tenor 

Alto  

Soprano 


