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Core Value Stripes - Remotely!
At Dormston we refuse to let COVID-19 stop us in our tracks so we are going to attempt to award our Core Value Stripes remotely.
The Core Value Stripes being awarded this term are for Effort, Responsibility and
Resilience and we are asking for nominations from parents/carers in order to help
us do this! To nominate, parents/carers just need to email
jgiffard@dormston.dudley.sch.uk with ‘Core Value Stripe Nomination’ in the subject of
the email. You just need to state your child’s name and form along with a brief statement supporting your reasons for nominating them. You do NOT need to state which
Core Value Stripe you are nominating them for as this will be decided by us. All nominations need to be received by Monday 18 May 2020.
“If we winter this one out,
Nominations will then be passed to your child’s HoH for selection. Successful students

we can summer

will then have their stripe posted home to them in a special presentation wallet. ALL

anywhere.”

students who are nominated will also receive a Head Teacher’s Commendation in the

Seamus Heaney

post. We hope this will help parents encourage good study habits and also motivate
students to impress their parents with their commitment to home learning.

Keepy Up Challenge
We have recently launched our ‘Keepy Up Challenge’ with students. Students have to film themselves (landscape) doing 5
Keepy Ups and send it in to their Head of House. The object must
come in from the left off camera and leave to your right. Best clips
will be collated and shared shortly.

Learner of the Month - March 2020 & April 2020
Our Learner of the Month for March 2020 was awarded to Ruby
Hammersley - 10AY and our Learner of the Month for April 2020
was awarded to James Hawkins - 8AY. Nominations were also
received for the following students: Billie Hill - 7DY, Ebony Watson 10SX, Kyle Jones - 10XA, Millie Thomas - 7TY, Varun Dutt - 7SY, Felix
Shea - 7TY, Evie Foster - 8AY, Franklin Cast - 9SX, Alfie Jones - 8AY,
Ryan Ingram - 8SX, Bella Church - 9DX, Tyler Higginson - 10AX, William Perry - 7TY, Ellie Pound - 8TY, Molly Brown - 8DX.
Thank you to all our parents/carers and students for their support! You are amazing! Keep going, this won’t last forever!

All Together Silver School Award
All Together is innovative anti-bullying whole school programme. It helps schools understand their antibullying practice and breaks it down into manageable chunks. It gives schools the tools to make longlasting change. Schools that evidence their activity to reduce bullying and improve wellbeing will receive All
Together status. We have had to complete an initial audit of our practice, get a pupil voice from a cohort of
our students, put a plan together and carry out certain changes to make sure we were tackling any issues we
had in the right way as well as promoting diversity and generating a culture where the students felt safe but
also that their voice was heard. We then spoke to the students again to see what affect the changes have
had. We are very pleased to say that we have been awarded the Silver Status in the Anti-bullying alliance All
Together programme which is a fantastic achievement. We will now take on board the advice given to us by
the alliance and make changes so that we can try to achieve the gold status during the next academic year.

Stonewall School Champions
Dormston School is now officially a member of Stonewall School Champions programme to tackle homophobic, biphobic and transphobic bullying, to challenge gender stereotypes and celebrating difference. Our school is working towards the Bronze Award, aiming to highlight the good practice already
being exercised throughout many parts of the school. We are continually committed to making our

school a place where all students and staff, including lesbian, gay, bisexual and trans people, are accepted without exception.

Cameron Cope - BeaconofHope
Despite having to battle the disappointment of his GCSEs not taking place this year Cameron Cope

didn't let this stop him thinking of and helping others. During the current crisis Cameron has been
offering his services to help others. Cameron regularly delivers papers to residents who live in Beacon Court. Recently, he posted a note through residents door to offer his help if residents needed
any essentials such as milk and bread. Cameron didn't just stop there though! Cameron heard
about the fact that St Thomas More Catholic School in Willenhall were very kindly donating Easter
Eggs amongst the local community. Cameron decided to write a lovely letter to the Head Teacher
asking if they would donate some Easter Eggs to Beacon Court which they agreed to. The residents
were over the moon. Cameron’s parents are understandably very proud of him. With the last few
weeks seeing his future become unsure he has refused to just sit at home. Instead, he has stepped
up his deliveries and is now collecting prescriptions for the elderly who are shielding. Cameron you
are an absolute super star and we are all very proud of you!

Cameron Cope - 11YA

Jessica Fellows - 9TY
Well done to Jessica Fellows in 9TY who recently auditioned for a place at BOA (Birmingham Ormiston
Academy) to study Dance in Year 10 and beyond. We are pleased to share the news that she was successful and will begin this exciting new chapter in September 2020. We are very sorry to be saying goodbye to
Jessica but we are also very happy for her as she is following her dream. Good luck and stay in touch Jessica, we all wish you the very best for the future.

Year 11 Update - Prom, Year Book & Hoodies

Jessica Fellows - 9TY

We hope you are all keeping well and finding lots to do to fill your time. Although it is a
difficult time it is great to hear about some of the wonderful things you are all doing. Many
of you are helping out your local communities and some are preparing themselves for their
next steps by taking on voluntary activities.
Remember, Mrs Dawes is sending out anything she receives from the colleges, including
advice for those who are hoping to go down the apprenticeship route, so please keep
checking your group emails. If you are unsure about your next steps please do not hesitate
to contact Mrs Dawes so she can arrange an interview with Pete Small, (our Careers Advisor). At the moment, your teachers
are following government and DfE guidelines and entering your predicted grades based on your performance thus far. Whilst

this may be an anxious time for you all, you need to rest assured that as your teachers we do know your capabilities and will
be completely honest in our assessments. Please do not contact your teachers requesting information or asking for your
grades to be adjusted in any way. The grades that we enter will then be standardised by OFQUAL which does mean your final
grade can be different to that given by your teacher. You will receive your results on 20th August 2020, (the exact details of
how this will be done will follow).

I am sure you are all excited about the upcoming Prom. A few of you have asked about what will happen if the current restrictions have not been lifted by then. Please be aware, if the event is unable to go ahead due to social distancing still being
in place we will look for a timely postponement. If this is not a viable option and the Prom is unable to proceed we will reimburse monies paid for tickets. We all have our fingers crossed that this will not be the case. In the meantime, Chelsie-Leigh
Hickman and her team are working on the Yearbook and we are hoping this will be available on 20th August too. Stay safe our
lovely Year 11s and stay in touch.

Benjamin Fellows - 8TX
Well done to Benjamin Fellows in 8TX who recently passed his Grade 3 Guitar and was awarded a Merit.
Benjamin has been learning the guitar for 6 years now. This takes a huge amount of commitment and

hard work. Well done Benjamin, we are looking forward to hear more about your future music success!

Benjamin Fellows - 8TX

Parents in the Community - Lucy Hignett & Lesley-Ann Lowe
We would just like to share with you the passion and commitment that some of our
parents have demonstrated in order to help raise money for much needed PPE for
our local Doctors and Nurses during the current COVID-19 situation. Over the last
few weeks Lucy Hignett, along with Lesley-Ann Lowe have raised a staggering
£2,600 (so far) by doing on-line raffles via Facebook which is just amazing! After
consulting with parents on Facebook, Friends of Dormston Community took the

decision to donate the £313 they raised in their Easter Raffle to this important appeal as part of their commitment to help the community in a time of real need.
Well done to Lucy and Lesley-Ann you are quite simply amazing!

Lucy Hignett, Shane Price, Lesley-Ann Lowe delivering much needed PPE to
Russell's Hall Hospital.

Year 9 Options Update
Thank you to you all for submitting your options choices. We appreciate that this is a challenging
task at the best of times and even more so given the current circumstances, so well done on taking
responsibility for your futures. Mr Grundy is still in the process of sorting through all of the options
but at this stage it is looking as though most will have their first choice options for GCSE which will
be fantastic. If this turns out to not be the case for your options, Mr Grundy will be in contact to let
you know however this will not be before the 31st May 2020 deadline.

In the meantime, it is im-

portant that you continue to look after yourselves and do all that you can to support those around
you, including focusing on your studies to the best of your abilities. When we eventually return you will need to be prepared to
hit the ground running with your GCSE studies so that you can give yourself the best opportunity to succeed in Years 10 and 11.
If you are having any problems accessing any of the work or have any questions please do not hesitate to get in contact with Mr
Hayward (bhayward@dormston.dudley.sch.uk) or any of your teachers who will do their best to help

you.

Josh Chisholm - 11AY - Helping the Nation!
Well done to Josh Chisholm who has gained himself a short term apprenticeship until September, when
he will start college. He is working 7.30am - 5.00pm at an engineering company who support JCB making ventilators. His parents are really proud that he is going out and doing his bit to help the nation at
this difficult time as we are too. Keep up the good work Josh!

Breakfast Club - Kelloggs Grant

Josh Chisholm snapped grafting by his boss!

We just wanted to let you know that the school has recently been awarded £1,000 from Kellogg’s. This is to
support our breakfast club that runs from 8.00am to 8.40am. We just wanted to share this good news with
you so that when we re-open parents are aware that we provide students with this service.

Distance Learning Snaps
We asked our parents/carers to send in photos of students learning at home so that we could make a collective collage to publish
in our May Monthly Update sheet and here’s what we got! We were so pleased with the response. It was very heart-warming to
see how hard all our students are working and how supportive our parents are being. Can you spot Wally?

We are so proud of you all!
Tyler Gunn - 10TY On-line Karate Classes
Well done to Tyler Gunn in 10TY who has been doing on-line karate classes twice a week for
the last 7 weeks now to keep up his grading ready for his next belt when all this is over! It just
shows, you can’t keep a good man down!
Tyler Gunn - 10TY

Book Reviews
Sometimes…… there’s nothing better than a good book!
There can't be a better time to be lost in a good book as there is at the moment so we thought it would be the perfect opportunity for us all to celebrate and share the love for reading. We would therefore love to hear anything you would like to tell us about
your reading for pleasure experiences during this time at home. It might be what books you are enjoying. You may wish to send
us a short review or recommend titles. You may wish to tell us how these unprecedented times have changed your reading habits
i.e. are you reading those books on your wish list that you hadn't had time to until now. Maybe you have found a love for reading
that you hadn't had before? Whatever it is, we would love to hear from as many students, their siblings, parents/carers, grandparents and family members as possible. Please do so by e mailing sellsmore@dormston.dudley.sch.uk
We will feature your responses, together with those from our staff in each Monthly Update Sheet. We sincerely look forward to
hearing from you. Just a reminder that the Personal Learning Centre & Library link on the school website has a selection of book
and reading sites and reading lists. Below are a couple that may be of interest at the moment too.
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/have-some-fun/fun-at-home-with-authors-and-illustrators/
https://www.worldofdavidwalliams.com/watch-and-listen/ Please do not hesitate to email the PLC Manager, Sally Ellsmore on
sellsmore@dormston.dudley.sch.uk if you would like more help finding books to read.

The Keeper of Lost Things Review by Mrs Otton
I recently read ‘The Keeper of Lost Things’ by Ruth Hogan and I have to say I thought it was fantastic! It was recommended to me
by both Mrs Ellsmore and Mrs Burns so I thought I had better give it a go and I am so glad I did. I like reading, but for some reason don’t do it as much as I would like to. With all that’s going on I really wanted to escape the news and submerge myself into
something else and this was just that! The first thing I have to say is that the author is very talented and before I had even finished
the book I was googling what other books she had written as I was enjoying it so much. I thought her style of writing was something quite different. It made me laugh out loud, cry and really think about things which shows what a beautiful book it is. It has
so much to it and it really lures you in as the story is really intriguing right the way through which made me want to keep on reading. I really liked the characters in the book, who all seemed very authentic and seemed to show human nature as it really is. The house which is called Padua really felt like a magical place to me and I
was able to really get a sense of that from the way the writer explained the house. My favourite part
was the marriage/funeral service performed by Sunshine. The book also dots about which I liked as it

had little mini stories running along the main 2 stories, as each lost thing belonged to somebody, and
it depicted where that person was at in their life when they lost that particular item of property however inconsequential it may seem, behind it was a story, a memory, somebody’s life! There are two
main stories running parallel to each other which you just know at some point are going to cross. It
all clinches on the fact that Anthony Peardew lost something precious to him many year ago so spent
the rest of his life trying to reunite people with their lost things however insignificant they may seem.
The heroin, Laura was also a bit lost but managed to find peace, new friends, new love and a new life
as a result of her friendship with Anthony. Although this is a KS4 children’s book it is definitely appealing to adults and I would definitely recommend it to anybody.

Book Reviews
Agnes Grey Review by Mrs Burns
I've just finished reading Anne Bronte's 'Agnes Grey' - the lesser known Bronte sister writes a lovely story from
her own experiences as a governess and is a real insight into life in the 1840s. She died aged only 29, but I am
blown away by her wisdom and insight into humanity. The themes include perseverance, relationships, ambition, religion, moral values, grief, poverty, social position and even the fair treatment of animals."

The Girl You Left Behind by Miss Miah-Begum
I have now finished Jojo Moyes' The Girl You Left Behind. I really enjoyed the book and loved the history side
to it. There were times I got confused as it jumped between the different eras but overall it was a great book. I
am now starting to read ‘A Monster Calls’ by Patrick Ness. I will let you know what I think.

What are you reading?
Billie Hill is currently reading Jane Eyre: A Retelling by Tanya Landman
“I am currently reading a book I had from the PLC called Jane Eyre. It’s about a 10 year old girl Jane who was a trou
blesome orphan and was sent away to school. She was fed little and had unpleasant clothes. She made a new friend
Helen but soon after they met Helen caught a fever and went to heaven. I have only just started reading it but it's
really good so far.”
Anna MacDonald is reading Tracy Beaker by Jacqueline Wilson
“At the moment I am reading Tracy Beaker. I just need something light at this time!”

Mrs Gwinnett is currently reading The Mirror and the Light by Hilary Mantel
“It's a great bit of historical fiction.”

Mr Carroll is currently revisited reading All Creatures Great and Small by James Herriot

"I read it just about the same time that the TV series first aired. It made me laugh out loud."

Teaching & Learning Update
In this section we would like to start sharing our latest Teaching & Learning practices along with any good resources. The more
you know as a parent about teaching & learning the more you are able to support your child with their learning journey. If you
have any specific questions about teaching & learning feel free to contact Mrs Moseley our Lead Teacher.

twinkl
This week we are sharing twinkl - educational resources for all ages and stages including resources for stu-

dents with SEND. Get a month of free access using code CVDTWINKLHELPS. This link will take you to
their Home Learning Hub: https://www.twinkl.co.uk/

Khan Academy
We also think you will find Khan Academy useful to dip into. They provide free
online courses and are providing daily schedules for students from 2 -18 and remote
learning resources. https://www.khanacademy.org/

This Wont be Forever!
We know this is a difficult time for all our staff, students and parents. We came across this and just wanted to share it with you.

Teaching & Learning Update
Meaningful May
We previously shared April 2020 with you, so here is May 2020! It’s nice just to look through to see if there is anything that helps you stay focussed and motivated.

