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Year 11 Mock Exams

The Mock Exams have taken place for our Year 11s. During WC 4 November 2019 they
sat their written Mock Exams and during WC 11 November they sat their Practical
Mock Exams. The whole process ran really smoothly thanks to the support of our Exams Officer, Mrs McGarry along with lots of other teaching and departmental staff, not
to mention the sterling attitude of our students; which was exemplary. Papers have
being marked and results will be released verbally to students in coming lessons. Their
current grade which reflects all their work and all their mock results will be live on GO 4
Schools on Wednesday 20 November 2019. Sometimes these results can be what parents and students were expecting, sometimes they can be a pleasant surprise and some-

Learning Quote of

times they can be a prompt to work that bit harder. If you wish to discuss your child’s

the Month

results please speak to their subject teacher at our Year 11 Parents Evening on Thursday
5 December 2019.

“An investment in
knowledge pays the best

Family Learning at Dormston

interest.”

George Hutton - 11TX

Christmas preparations have started early at Dormston with our Family Learning Christmas Decoration Workshop. Thanks to all the students and parents who are taking part.
As detailed in our July/September Monthly Update Sheet if you are interested in taking
part in any Family Learning please contact kotton@dormston.dudley.sch.uk or call the

School Office on 01384 816395. Over the last two weeks we have created Christmas
Wreaths and will be going on to make Holly Balls and Christmas Tree Decorations.

Learner of the Month October 2019
Our Learner of the Month for October 2019 was awarded to Jamie
Price in 11TY for outstanding engagement and improvement in
History. Nominations were also received for the following students:

Dylan Broomhall - 11TY

Chad Langan - 9SY

Abigail Jones - 11SX

Bayley Hill - 7TY
Congratulations go to all students who received a nomination for
October 2019.

Family Learning - Christmas Wreath Making

Year 10 & 11 Textiles London Experience Trip - Friday 22 November 2019
Year 10 & 11 Textiles students will be visiting London on Friday 22 November 2019.
Please see attached hyperlink for the Year 10 & 11 Textiles London Experience
Trip Letter for more details.
Year 8 Stereotypes Day - Tuesday 26 November 2019
All Year 8 students will be involved in a careers morning with a focus on challenging
stereotypes in the world of work. They will have the opportunity to meet with employers from numerous job sectors. Students will be split in to small groups and will interact with employees during the session to guess their job role and industry. Employees
will be asked to give away a little about themselves and then answer closed questions

ATTENDANCE WEEK
RESULTS
As you know, it was our Attendance
Week W/C 11 November 2019. Our
overall Attendance for the week was
96.2%. The winning House was
Severn House who will get the afternoon off timetable, a movie and
ice-cream! Well done Severn House.
It looks like good attendance really
does pay off!

whilst the pupils guess what they do before a big reveal at the end. Students will then
engage in meaningful discussions about the world of work and possible routes to employment.

House Arts Evening - Thursday 28 November 2019
As part of our House Arts Competition, selected students will be invited to perform at
our House Arts Evening on Thursday 28 November 2019. As always, this promises to
be a lovely evening with lots of ‘Proud Mom/Dad’ moments to be had!

Year 11 Parents’ Consultation - Thursday 5 December 2019
We will be holding a Year 11 Parent Consultation on Thursday 5 December 2019. We
strongly encourage parents to attend and ask their child to make appointments with
all of their subject teachers. We have recently consulted with parents about ways we
can improve your Parents Evening experience. Thank you so much to those who have
given us feedback so far. Please click on this hyperlink for the Year 11 Parents’
Consultation letter for more information.
Year 7 Theatre Trip - Tuesday 10 December 2019
On Tuesday 10 December 2019 all Year 7 students will be given the opportunity to
watch the live adaptation of The Wizard of Oz. This trip is to take place at The Birmingham Repertory Theatre and students will experience the magic of a live profes-

sional performance. If you have any questions please contact Mrs Beer or the School
Office on 01384 816395.

INSET DAY
Please note that school will be
closed for INSET on Friday 29 November 2019.

Tie Awards Evening - Tuesday 17 December 2019
We will be holding the first of our two Tie Awards Evening on Tuesday 17 December
2019. If your child has qualified for their next tie you will receive notification by letter
shortly inviting you to this special event.

Year 7 Parents Consultation - Thursday 19 December 2019
We will be holding a Year 7 Parent Consultation on Thursday 19 December 2019. We
strongly encourage parents to attend and ask their child to make appointments with

CHRISTMAS JUMPER DAY
As in previous years we will be holding a Christmas Jumper Day on
Tuesday 17 December 2019 All
students will need to wear their
Christmas Jumper and donate £1.00
which will go to a local homeless
charity for those less fortunate.

all of their subject teachers. We have recently consulted with parents about ways we
can improve the Parents Evening experience. Thank you so much for those who have
given us feedback so far.

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS

Future Fridays - Years 9 to 11
At Dormston we have a really excellent Careers Programme. We aim to offer students
as many varied opportunities to link curriculum learning to the real world of work as

possible. A new initiative we have set up is our 'Future Fridays'. These employer led
drop-in sessions are offered to all students in Years 9 - 11 and take place from 8.00am
- 8.40am in the PLC most Fridays. Although for some students it seems like a long way
off thinking about, and planning for their future career now really can give them a focus in their education. Please keep your eyes peeled in our Weekly Bulletin where our
Future Fridays are advertised and consider discussing these each week with your
child. Every week is a different speaker from a variety of back-grounds; NHS, Armed
Forces, Accountancy etc. Breakfast and refreshments are on offer and students can
really gain a great deal from speaking to our visiting speakers.

Winter Coats
As winter is approaching can we please remind you that coats should be black, navy
blue or dark grey. No hooded tops are allowed. Thanks for your support with this
matter.

School will close for the Christmas
Holidays on Friday 20 December
2019. Students should return to
school on Monday 6 January 2020 to
a Week 2 Timetable.

Friends of Dormston Community … now launched!
We are pleased to announce, that following our AGM on Thursday 14 November 2019 “Friends of Dormston Community”
has now been officially launched. The group decided on the name “Friends of Dormston Community” as they wanted it
to feel inclusive so that Aunts, Uncles, Businesses and the wider local community could feel involved and welcome. The
elected members were officially voted in and a Constitution has now been adopted. We are really pleased therefore to
formally introduce you to the “Friends of Dormston Community” members who will be working, on your behalf, to raise
funds for the school and help develop a real sense of community which has Dormston at its heart.
The group will be meeting again on Thursday 16 January 2020 to scope out what projects they want to support and we
will of course keep you informed of their progress. If you wish to discuss or get in contact with any members please
email kotton@dormston.dudley.sch.uk. Friends of Dormston Community are an entirely voluntary group and give their
time and efforts for the benefits of the students so we really hope you will support and get behind them over the coming
months. In order to get the group off the ground we are considering holding a House Colour Mufti Day where students
have to show their support by wearing their House colours. All proceeds raised will go directly to the “Friends of
Dormston Community” in order to help them arrange their first community fund raising event or support them with their
first project. What projects they do, and how the money is spent on the school is decided directly by Friends of
Dormston Community. There are not many groups of this type in Secondary education so we are very lucky to have had
the support from parents to set this up.
Chair - Ms Lucy Hignett
Lucy is actually an ex-student of Dormston and currently has one child in Year 7. She currently works as
a Teacher (2nd in English) at another local secondary school. Lucy loved her time at Dormston and wants
to help develop a sense of community. She has good experience of attending and participating in meetings.
Secretary - Miss Lesley-Ann Lowe
Lesley-Ann works as a Cover Supervisor in a Primary School in Tipton and is also currently training to be
a teacher. She is also a staff governor at her primary school and has one child in Year 7 at
Dormston. Lesley lives in the local area and thinks it is good to be part of, and be able to contribute towards your child’s learning environment. Lesley-Ann is also experienced at taking minutes of meetings.
Treasurer - Mrs Claire Reynolds
Claire currently has one child in Year 9 and hopefully another child joining us next year. She has a background in accountancy and is also a member of our Parents’ Committee and a Parent Governor at a Primary School.

Ordinary Committee Members
Mrs Sharon Hunt, Mrs Emma Bennett, Mrs Heather Pitt, Mrs Leona Bateman, Mrs Karen Astbury, Mrs Lisa Watson, Mr
Charlie Wilson, Mrs Kerry Hall, Mrs Jayne Mansell.

Film Star in our Midst
Well done to Dmitrie Detheridge who has been chosen to be in a BBC drama. The drama is called 'Small Axe' and it's a
Drama about ethnic minorities in the 1970s. This is a really great achievement and we look forward to seeing Dmitrie in
action on the screen soon. He also recently entered “The Black Country’s Got Talent” and won! One of the ex Britain’s
Got Talent Winners is now going to write a song for him!

Outstanding Contribution to Voluntary Services
You may recall from previous update sheets hearing about the work of Kyle Harper
and his on-going endeavours to make the lives of others that bit better. We are
thrilled to let you know that on 24 October 2019 he won the Outstanding Contribution to Voluntary Services Award at the Dudley CVS Awards. He was also on the ra-

Kyle Harper and the Mayor of Dudley, Councillor David Stanley

dio! Well done Kyle we are very proud of you.

GO 4 Schools - Have you Logged In?
We have now officially launched Go 4 Schools. All parents should have been emailed their GO 4 Schools Login Letter. If
you have not received this letter please contact the school office ASAP. So far we have had over 400 parents login. We
appreciate that this is new system and you may have questions and there may be a few initial teething problems but we
genuinely believe this will be a great system to keep you fully up-to-date of your child’s progress. If you have any questions about the new system please don’t hesitate to get in touch with the School Office.

We are pleased to inform you that we have recently recruited to our Maths KS4 Co-ordinator, 2 Science Teachers and
Head of Geography vacancies, all of whom will all be starting with us in January 2020. We will introduce them to you all
in our January 2020 Monthly Update Sheet.
Following on from the successful appointment of Miss Jacques as Head of Maths we are also pleased to inform you that
Miss Barrett has now been appointed as the permanent Year 8 Strategy Leader.
Just to let you know that the following staff are either currently, or will shortly be going on maternity leave; Mrs Williams

Extra-Curricular Activities Spotlight
Youth Speaks - Miss Sadler
Youth Speaks is a competition run annually by the Rotary Club. It is a
public speaking competition where students from the school pick their
own topic and structure a formal debate around it which will then be
delivered to an audience alongside neighbouring schools.
As it is a competition, we have meetings rather than weekly club times
where the competing teams meet, discuss their topic for debate and
prepare for their presentation in January 2020. It is open to Key Stage
3 and Key Stage 4 students and although it’s probably too late to en-

ter for this year, it’s an excellent opportunity for students to get involved in next year. If your child is interested in finding more out
about this club please ask them to speak to Miss Sadler.

Boxing Club - Every Thursday - Lunchtime - Drama Studio
Our Boxing Club is on every Thursday in the Drama Studio. The coaches are
father and son Jason and Reuben Charlesworth. Jason is a 6th Dan Black Belt
and Great Britain coach and Reuben is 8 times world kickboxing champion.

Last week we had 20 students. It is a range of fitness activities like skipping,
sparring and boxing skills sessions. Open to all years, boys and girls. We currently have Year 7 girls up to Year 11 boys attending. The aim of the club is to
promote the sport in a responsible and positive way.

Earn House Points!
Build Confidence!

Develop Social Skills!
Make new friends!
Have fun!

