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ALL Year 7, 8 & 9 Parents/Carers 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

 

In order to improve the chances of our Year 10 and 11 pupils gaining the best possible 

results we have decided to make a few changes to our current GCSE provision. 

 

Our Religious Education Department has always provided us with some very good 

examination results in the past.  Our students respond well to the development of their 

knowledge and understanding of religion, religious beliefs, practices, language and traditions 

and their influence on individuals, communities, societies and cultures.   

 

It enables our pupils to consider and respond to a range of important questions related to 

their own development, the development of values and attitudes in society and fundamental 

questions concerning the meaning and purpose of life.  In short; Religious Education is an 

essential component to our broad and balanced education at Dormston School.  

 

We have therefore decided that pupils will begin their GCSE RE study at the start of Year 9 

and take the terminal examination at the end of Year 10.  This will mean that they will be able 

to concentrate on getting the best possible RE result without the pressure of other 

examinations. Taking the examination at the end of Year 10 will also give them a clear 

understanding of how all other examinations will run at the end of Year 11.  We will then use 

the time gained from RE in Year 11 to increase the amount of time students spend in English 

Language and Literature to further improve results in this area.  No other examinations will 

be taken at the end of Year 10 and the rest of the GCSE subjects will be examined as normal 

at the end of Year 11.  

 

If you have any queries regarding these changes please do not hesitate to contact me or Mr 

Carroll at the school.  

 

Yours sincerely 

 
Mr Dixon 

Head Teacher 


