
  

 

Remote Learning during Lockdown 

Information for Parents and Carers 

What to expect……. 
 

We wish to outline our provision whilst your son/daughter is working from home under the current Tier 5 

restrictions.  

 

Presently, students are to follow their normal timetable that can be found on Go4Schools.  This timetable 

includes break and lunchtimes.  We highly recommend that during breaks and lunch, students leave the 

computer and take a good break.  Most of the lessons will be delivered via Microsoft Teams as either a live 

or pre-recorded lesson.  Staff will be providing all work through Go4Schools, including links to online 

lessons through Microsoft Teams.  Students will be offered a range of online, live lessons and other 

materials to support them with their learning and progress during this time.  It is vital students check their 

emails and Go4Schools daily to see their set work.  We do not necessarily consider it to be healthy for 

students to be attached to the computer screens for five hours every day and therefore their teachers may 

well set them other guided and self-regulated activities/tasks to do besides the live lesson.  The work set by 

Dormston School will be a combination of a large number of live lessons with some projects and individual 

assignments set on Go4Schools to complement their learning. As an example your child’s art teacher might 

invite the class into a live lesson to demonstrate how to create a piece of work but then allow them some 

individual time to complete the task. You will not necessarily hear your child’s teachers talking for five hours 

each day.  

 

Regardless of the method of delivery, your child’s first port of call to access home learning should be 

Go4Schools. Live lesson (Teams) links will be on there or in the student calendar on the Teams app.  Some 

Live Lessons will begin slightly later than normal, to allow staff to get everything set up. Please ensure your 

child does not leave the lesson.  

 

Live Teaching  
In order to support students’ understanding, and to help them to structure their day, there will be a live 

introduction via Microsoft Teams at the start of many lessons.  There are two ways to access this.  Students 

should go to RM Unify (https://dormston.dudley.sch.uk) and log in with their school email and password. 

They should then click on the Teams icon and from there, open the relevant Team. 

 

 

 



 
 

Alternatively, they can download the Teams mobile app and again, log in using their school email address 

and password.  

 

At the beginning of each lesson, they should log on to Teams and either open their 

teaching group/lesson Team or go to their calendar and click on the relevant lesson. 

  

 

The calendar will show all their live lessons for the day:  

 

 

They need to click join to access the meeting.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A help video for students showing them how to access the lessons was made available to parents on 6th 

January. 

 

How to use Microsoft Teams on X Box & Play Station 
 

 



 

When teaching a live lesson the teacher will download a lesson register to enable us to track attendance 

and then introduce and explain the work that the students should complete in the remaining lesson time. 

They may then ask the students to complete work independently, or continue to deliver the learning online. 

In many cases, the teacher will remain on the call for the duration of the timetabled lesson, and students 

can re-join the call at any time to ask questions.  In some cases, the teacher may set the class an 

assignment/task after their initial explanation and allow students time to do this independently which they 

will reflect on in the following lesson. Please ensure your child has a pen, paper and any resources needed 

for the lesson.   

 

Teachers will also post work on Go4Schools and, if appropriate, the relevant Team Channel in the files or 

assignments section. Work set could be a combination of any of the following: 

 

 live webinars/Microsoft Teams lessons (live or recorded); 

 work booklets (if appropriate); 

 work sent via Email; 

 past and mock exam papers; 

 current online learning portals; 

 educational websites; 

 reading tasks; 

 pre-recorded video or audio lessons; 

 voiced PowerPoints; 

 Oak Academy resources; 

 Learning Journeys and Blended Learning Plans on website; 

 YouTube videos created by Dormston teaching staff.  

 

Feedback and work submission: 
The teacher will make clear if any pieces of work need to be submitted and how this should happen.  

We would be grateful if you could spend some time with your son or daughter to ensure that they are able 

to log on to Teams successfully, and also to read through the below lesson expectations for student 

behaviour in on-line lessons: 

 

We do not envisage any students misbehaving online.  If anyone does behave inappropriately they will be 

immediately removed from the lesson, you will be informed and your child will most likely be banned from 

further online lessons.  MS Teams is constantly being monitored to ensure no one behaves 

inappropriately.   Senior Managers will be present in some live lessons. 

 

All students must have their microphones turned off and must not do anything to hamper the smooth 

running of the lesson in any way.  This includes typing of emojis and inappropriate comments in the chat 

box.  Teachers will ask students to unmute if they are asking for feedback.  These lessons will be monitored 

by additional members of staff and appropriate action will be taken with any students not following these 

rules. 

 

We expect all students to attend their live lessons.  

 

Accessing further help and support: 
If you need further support, please don’t hesitate to contact us as follows: 

info@dormston.dudley.sch.uk 



  

 

Supporting your child at home: 
Lockdowns are hard on everyone.  As a school we acknowledge the challenges involved for parents and 

carers and want to support you in your efforts to ensure your child continues to make academic progress 

and maintains a healthy, positive outlook.  The school website has links to several organisations who aim to 

support young peoples’ well-being throughout the pandemic.  These can be found under the Safeguarding 

tab.  

 

Keeping children in a routine with rest breaks from technology and exercise throughout the day will help 

them maintain focus in their lessons.  

 

The Education Endowment Foundation has published a number of documents to support parents and we 

sent these to you during the first lockdown. Links to these can be found below.  

 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/public/files/Publications/Covid-

19_Resources/Resources_for_schools/7_Top_Tips_to_Support_Reading_at_Home.pdf 

 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/public/files/Publications/Covid-

19_Resources/Read_with_TRUST_infographic_(1).pdf 

 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/public/files/Publications/Covid-

19_Resources/Resources_for_parents/Summary_of_Resources_-_Parents.pdf 
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