
 

 

 

 

 

Our Ref: NMP  

 

October 2019 

 

ALL YEAR 11 PARENTS/CARERS 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

 

Re: Change of English Language Examination Board 

 

Currently, your child is following the syllabus for Eduqas English Literature for their GCSE. After half term, they 

will begin preparing for their English Language GCSE, which has always historically been with the same 

examination board.  

 

However, following analysis of our 2019 examination results in English Language, and the fact that a number of 

pupils did not manage to complete the paper, we have decided to change the exam board for our GCSE English 

Language course of study to AQA, which we think will better reflect the strengths of our pupils.  

 

This reasoning behind our decision is as follows:   

 AQA provides more supportive prompts with each question, which makes it much clearer for pupils to 

understand what is expected of them in each section of the examination. 

 In Eduqas paper 1, questions are focused on specific lines from an unseen text and pupils have to 

locate the line references in the text themselves. Whereas in AQA, the lines of text that pupils have to 

base their answer on is printed for them, so this minimises the chances of any mistakes being made.  

 Eduqas have entirely reading and writing sections which are not connected thematically, in both Paper 

1 and Paper 2 examinations.  However AQA take pupils on an assessment journey: their extended 

writing response in section B will be inspired by the topic that they have responded to in section A.  

 In section B of Paper 1, pupils have to write a piece of extended creative writing.  Eduqas just provide 

titles for this section of the exam and pupils have to write a narrative or a recount. However AQA allow 

pupils to write descriptively and provide the option of a visual prompt, which is very helpful for pupils 

who may struggle for inspiration.  

 There is just one extended writing task to complete in Paper 2, in comparison to Eduqas’ two.   

 There are fewer questions for pupils to complete overall in each Language paper, so the chances of 

them not completing the examination paper are mitigated.  

 

The assessment objectives for AQA English Language are exactly the same as Eduqas, so any Language skills 

that pupils have practised and developed lower down in the school will still be relevant. In addition, the Spoken 

Language assessment which they have already completed for Eduqas English Language is also completely 

transferable as the criteria for assessment is exactly the same. 

 

GCSE English Literature remains unaffected. 

 

Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me,  

 

Yours sincerely 

N Millership 
Nicki Millership  

Curriculum Leader for English 


