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ALL YEAR 11 PARENTS/CARERS 

 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

  

Update on Summer Exams 

I am sure you are aware that the government have finalised their decision to cancel the summer GCSE 

examinations.  This means that we will in all probability, have to rely on Centre Assessed Grades.  In order to 

ensure this grade is robust and an accurate reflection of your child’s ability we will be using a range of evidence to 

establish this grade and will, of course, follow guidance from the DfE once this has been issued.  

 

The most important message for all students is that they must continue to work hard, so that they can 

achieve the grades they are truly capable of.   

 

Grades on Go4Schools issued on Monday 18 January 2021 and what these means 

Subject staff have recently been inputting data into Go4Schools about the progress and attainment of your child. 

This is broken down into 2 main parts: a Current Grade and a Predicted Grade for the end of the year. 

The Current Grade is simple to explain.  It is simply a picture of where each student would be if they took their 

GCSE now, it takes into account all parts of the course (and not just their recent mock exam) including any 

practical aspects of the course. 

As the GCSE’s this year have been cancelled, the Predicted End of Year Grade is a little trickier to explain.  This is a 

grade the staff have inputted based on where the student is now (their Current Grade) and what they would have 

been likely to achieve if the year had continued ‘normally’ and the student had continued to progress at a similar 

rate. 

This is NOT the same as the Centre Assessed Grade (CAG) each student will receive at the end of the year.  

The CAG could be higher or lower than this grade depending on progress between now and the end of the 

year.  No final decisions have been made at this stage about any student and we will continue to build our picture 

for each student as the year progresses.  

To be clear, the End of Year Predicted Grade is NOT the final grade each student will be awarded and lack of effort 

and commitment at this stage will see this grade drop before the end of the year and in the same way maximum 

effort and significant improvement in the next set of mocks could see the grade improve before the end of the 

year. 

Centre Assessed Grades 

Currently we have had no direct guidance from government about how the CAG will be decided, (recently there 

has been some discussion of exam style ‘mini’ tests to replace GCSE’s although again, nothing has yet been 

confirmed.)  This means it is vital for students to continue to attend all lessons, whether they are online or face to 

face and engage fully in all tasks.   

 

March Internal Examinations 

We will be holding a set of internal examinations, week beginning 22 March 2021.  This means all students should 

continue with their revision in preparation for these. 

 

 

 

 



Reminder of Expectations 

We expect your child to follow a regular school routine: 

1. Wake up at their normal school time and get themselves ready for a day of learning. 

2. Attend tutor period on MS TEAMS on Monday/Wednesday/Friday.  Therefore they should be up and 

logged on by 8.40am.   

3. Attend all live lessons (on MS TEAMS) and complete all work set on Go4Schools.  This may well include 

Microsoft form quizzes as well as other assessments.  If your child has any difficulty with the tasks they 

must discuss this with their teacher.   

4. They must make sure they stay up to date with all their learning.  If they feel they may be falling behind or 

are struggling with any aspect of the work they must email their teacher.  Please note that your child’s 

attendance and completion of work is being monitored and you will be contacted if they are falling 

behind. 

5. They must try to use their break and lunch times to have a break – the same way they would at school.  

They should try to move away from their laptop/work, try to go outdoors and get some fresh air.  Maybe 

they could call a friend and have a catch up?  

 

Careers/Next Steps 

Students should continue to apply for college places for September.  Colleges and sixth forms are fully aware of 

the difficulties students are facing regarding predicted grades and are fully supportive.  Updated predicted grades 

will be available on Go4schools on Monday 18 January 2021.   Most colleges are offering support to help students 

make decisions regarding their courses so please check their websites regularly.  We do regularly email students 

the updates we receive from colleges and also produce a monthly careers newsletter which should be checked 

carefully as this includes full details of support and opportunities available.  Sixth Form deadlines are imminent so 

your child needs to check deadline dates which will be available on the provider’s website. 

 

Pete Small, YETI (independent careers adviser), will be contacting all students who have not yet had a one to one 

careers guidance appointment to arrange a mutually convenient time.  He has agreed to conduct these interviews 

after 3.00pm and evenings if required.  If your child has already had an appointment but requires further support, 

please feel free to contact Mr Small directly, alternatively please contact Mrs Dawes or Mrs Bradnick at school. 

 

We will be providing additional support for students looking to take the apprenticeship route and we will confirm 

the arrangement shortly.  Due to the current employment situation we strongly recommend that a college 

application is made as a back-up plan. 

 

Wellbeing 

In these trying times, it is important that our young people get the balance right.  They do need to continue to try 

to work to the schedule listed above, but they must also build in some things that they enjoy.  Staying in contact 

with friends and loved ones, (virtually until permitted otherwise) is vital.  They should also try to get some exercise 

and eat well.  Good routine and success is key to good wellbeing and positive mental health.  

 

The Monday/Wednesday/Friday form time does give students an opportunity to catch up with some of their peers 

and your child’s Form Tutor is your first port of call if you have any concerns or worries about their focus or 

wellbeing.   

 

I am sure that as parents/carers, the lack of clarity from the government in what is your child’s most important 

year thus far, has been frustrating and disappointing.  Please be assured that as a school we will continue to 

support our students to achieve the best GCSE grades possible but will always be rigorous and professional in our 

approach.   I would like to thank you for your continued support.  If you do have any queries, please do not 

hesitate to contact me.  

 

Yours sincerely 

I Bassan 
Mrs I Bassan 

Assistant Head Teacher/Year 11 Strategy Leader 


